M. Ya. AZAROV

Prime-Minister of Ukraine

Re: 
International trade facilitation and


Organisation of the PRO Committee

Dear Mykola Yanovych,

Please accept my assurances of profound reverence and let me provide the following issue for your consideration.
At present Ukraine is closer than ever to signing the association agreement with the European Union and strives to ensure the compliance of its norms, standards and technical specifications with the norms of the EU legislation, in the first place for the purpose of promoting the Ukrainian goods and services in the world markets. This impels the progressive forces in Ukraine to the concentration of their efforts in the sphere of the international trade procedures facilitation.
Ukraine, in cooperation with the UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), during several years has implemented the measures relating to the trade and transit facilitation, and, for some time past, is successfully implementing a project of the “Single Window – Local Solution” technology introduction in the operations area of the Pivdenna Customs House and Odessa Region ports, which completely satisfies the requirements of UNECE Recommendations # 33, # 34 and # 35 and forms a platform for the groundwork as to the national steps in the sphere of trade facilitation.
For the purpose of successful implementation of the project and in pursuance of the task of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine, established was the Interagency Working Group, whose meetings are attended by the leaders and leading experts of the state executive bodies and supported by the Ukrainian National Committee of the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC Ukraine).
In accordance with Resolution of the Commission of the EU Council of Transport Ministers adopted in October 2007, the European countries, pending the last ten years, are actively introducing the common security standards and taking steps towards administrative procedures facilitation and information technologies development. Their introduction leads to the international transportation logistic chains technology improvement, increase of the commodity circulation and throughput of transportation networks and enhancement of efficiency of the European countries foreign economic activity.
For the purpose of ensuring a corresponding competitiveness level Ukraine is also introducing the international standards and recommendation of the UN Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business (UN CEFACT). It should be noted that the UN CEFACT recommendations and the samples of the best practices spread by it are the basis of the strategic decisions preparation by the European Union countries. 
This state completely supports the development of the steps aimed at trade and transit facilitation, which strengthen its export and transit potential, enhance the efficiency of commercial operations, regulative policy and border control, prevent manifestations of corruption and ensure additional receipts for the State Budget.

The importance of the trade procedures facilitation grows in the world community with every day. Thus, the World Trade Organisation (WTO) has developed the project agreement concerning the trade procedures facilitation that may already be subscribed in December 2013 during the WTO Ministers Meeting. That will mean that the WTO member countries accept the list of several compulsory measures.
In accordance with the above mentioned project the WTO countries shall establish the national committees for trade facilitation. Such committees are provided for by Recommendation of UNECE # 4 adopted as far back as in 2001 and based on the balanced state and private participation aimed at determining and settling the problems impeding the trade efficiency; organizing centres for the best information spreading experience; taking part in international projects; support the WTO negotiation process and preparing the trade procedures facilitation strategy. 
The practical activities of such committees, the so-called PRO Committees, consist in implementation of measures, in particular including the following: facilitation and standardization of document circulation; coordination of data formats; analysis of business processes; organization of the “single window” system for the purpose of customs clearance of export, import and transit; border complex management; introduction of the institution of the authorized economic operators; implementation of risk analysis system, etc..

In consideration of ICC Ukraine experience and for the purpose of due response of Ukraine to new challenges in the sphere of international trade it is proposed to use the positive experience of the said Interagency Working Group (IWG) activity and turn IWG into the national body for trade facilitation as it is construed in Recommendation of UNECE # 4 and in the context of WTO project agreement. Thus, the National Committee for Trade Procedures Facilitation and Modernisation Issues may become a uniting factor of the state-private dialogue and make its contribution to cooperation with the international partners of Ukraine, such as European Union, UN and WTO.

Under the conditions of the modern acute competition in the international arena the consistent work of such national committee is quite urgent. Besides performing the functions of a platform uniting the interests of the state and business, the Ukrainian PRO Committee would be able to provide for the introduction of the international norms and standards in the national legislation by means of developing the trade procedures facilitation national strategy, Ukrainian transit potential strengthening, etc. aimed at the removal of the administrative and technical barriers from the way of goods promotion in the framework of the international trade.
Given the stated above, we request to support our initiative as to the establishment in Ukraine of the National Committee for the Issues of the Trade Procedures Facilitation and Modernization on the basis of the Interagency Working Group for Implementation of the “Single Window – Local Solution” Technology in the Operations Area of the Pivdenna Customs House and Odessa Region Ports on conditions of the interagency and state-private cooperation.
Respectfully yours,

President of ICC Ukraine, 

Deputy Head of the Interagency Working Group     


  V. I. Schelkunov
